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BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH JOY 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Philippians 1 and 2 

Philippians 1:6:  “…He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion…” 

 

 

People! You can’t live with them. You can’t live without them. Our relationships with 

people can be joyful, or they can go sour. But we all need relationships, and that takes 

work. Relationships have to be built, so we can say of even the best relationships that 

they are always under construction.  

 

In the story A Christmas House, Fred has 

been constructing his dream home for some 

time. His kids thought it would be finished 

while they were still kids. Fred’s wife, Abigail, 

thought the house would be finished when 

she was still young. Well, their kids are grown 

and out of the house now, and the dream 

home is still not finished. But for Abigail’s 60th 

birthday, on Christmas Day, Fred wants the 

entire family to come to the house he’s been working on, to spend the holidays there. 

When they all arrive, they find that Fred's beautiful red brick house with white columns 

is still not finished. It’s lacking paint, lacking plaster, and lacking walls! So, what follows 

is a real test of their relationships. Abigail refuses to stay in the unfinished house for 

even one night, She insists on finding a hotel room on Christmas Eve. Yet, as on the first 

Christmas, there are no rooms to be found. It's up to everyone in the family to figure 

out a way to make an unfinished house into a home.  
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Building relationships. What God starts to build, He finishes, Paul says. That’s the kind of 

joyful encouragement Paul brought to his relationship with those Christians in Philippi. 

For ten years, Paul had known these people. It had been ten years since he had 

started a church in Philippi, in a house, the home of a purple cloth seller named Lydia. 

It had been ten years since Paul was thrown into a Philippian jail and proclaimed the 

Gospel to a Philippian jailer after a night of singing hymns in that jail. With that same 

joyful confidence in the Lord, with that same joyful attitude he’d had towards them 10 

years earlier, Paul writes this letter to them. Assuring them that what God began to 

build in Philippi, God would finish. 1:6: “He who began a good work in you will carry it 

on to completion.” So, as God began faith in this Philippian congregation, so then he 

would also bring that flock to complete salvation, eternal life.  

 

And in the meantime? God would keep building their faith together, so that they 

could be as it says here in 1:27, “with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the 

Gospel.”  

 

For any Christian congregation to be 

with one mind striving side by side for 

the faith requires building and 

constructing.  That is building and 

constructing relationships with joy. 

What would a marriage or a friendship 

be without joy? So, starting in our 

individual homes, continuing with the 

congregation, and out into in the 

world with the people who have been 

placed into our lives, we are to build relationships with joy. The construction of a house 

begins with the foundation. Then, the very next level of construction is the flooring. 

Joists are used to support the floor. I like that word “joist.” It has the word “joy” right in 

it.  

 

Well, if the foundation of our relationships is Jesus, then right next to Jesus in 

importance is joy. Sound, strong relationships through which we can talk to others 
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about Jesus must have joy. Fourteen times Paul uses the word joy in this letter. Joy was 

his attitude towards the Philippians, and joy was what he wanted to infuse into their 

relationships with each other. He says, “In all my prayers for you, I always pray with 

joy… It is right for me to feel this way about all of you.” (1:4,7)  

 

But joy was not necessarily what they felt towards each other. Later in the letter, Paul 

writes, “I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to agree with each other.” (4:2) 

The feelings we have for each other are influenced by circumstances. Building and 

repairing relationships in real life doesn’t always go as well as it does in novels about 

Christmas. Sometimes our efforts to build relationships are like that dream house that 

just didn’t get built. Because people are still people.  

 

Therefore, Paul has to urge the Philippians: “Your attitude should be the same as that 

of Christ Jesus, who…humbled Himself” (2:5,8) What does humbling oneself have to do 

with building relationships with joy? Well, there are a number of kill-joys, and one of 

them is the opposite of humbling oneself: pride is a kill-joy. If joy is like the joists in a 

floor, then pride is like termites.  

 

Pride destroys what we build. Pride likes to talk about how hard you have worked, how 

long you have been at it, how much you have put up with. It’s not interested in the 

other person. Pride does not want to get to know the other person. Think about two 

people on a date. If one person spends the whole date talking about himself or herself 

and doesn’t attempt to find out about the other person, there’s not going to be much 

joy in that date and there probably won’t be a second one. That’s what pride does. 

Pride won’t let you stand humbly in the presence of others. To your pride, humility feels 

too much like humiliation. Humility hurts. It cuts a man down. It’s a blow to his pride. To 

stand before others as just another sinner is almost unbearable. So, our pride is always 

coming up with reasons why we are not the same as others. We’re better. Pride 

destroys the relationships we would build, sometimes even before they can get 

started. Our pride destroys what we have built. 

 

But what God starts to build, He finishes. People are still people, but God is still God. 

When we people disappoint and frustrate one another, when human pride turns 

relationships sour, Paul point us to Jesus and the joy He gives. Where we don’t always 
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have an attitude of humility towards each other, Jesus humbled Himself for us, Paul 

says. Jesus stood humbly among us as just another sinner, when He was baptized in the 

Jordan River. He died the scandalous public death of a sinner for us. He was not too 

proud to be crucified as our substitute. He suffered the deep mental pain of 

humiliation. All to build a relationship between God and you that will not be 

destroyed. That faith in the Lord, that saving faith in the Lord, that He began in you, He 

will also complete.  

 

The joy that Jesus gives is more than a feeling. Yes, that joy Jesus gives is also a feeling, 

but not a feeling that is overcome by circumstances or disappointment or frustration or 

even pride. The joy Jesus gives is a defiant joy, a spiritual joy. It’s a joy Jesus gives in the 

daily remembrance of our Baptism and today in the Lord’s Supper. Jesus’ joy is Jesus’ 

joy. There is nothing like it. That no matter how impossible a relationship may seem, this 

joy He gives enables us to say, “Nevertheless.”  

 

This relationship seems impossible to me, 

nevertheless I will strive to build that 

relationship anyway, because God will 

provide the relationship. He is the One who 

begins and completes. He is the One who 

begins a good work and sees it through. He 

will bring a joyful relationship into being and 

see it through to its completion. That’s the joy, 

the joyful confidence that the writer to the Hebrews speaks of when He explains why 

Jesus humbly endured the cross. “For the joy set before Him, He endured the cross.” 

(Hebrews 12:2) That’s the joy Jesus gives.  

 

It is not a coincidence that the same verse, Hebrews 12:2, calls Jesus the author and 

perfecter of our faith. The beginner and the completer of our faith. What God starts to 

build, He finishes. Jesus is building relationships through us, relationships between 

Himself and people. He wants to build relationships with His joy through things like our 

community picnic. Will He not also complete those relationships, grant complete 

salvation to people He’s placing in your life? 
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Amen 


